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Hello Staff, 
Families, and 
Community, 

W e l c o m e  t o 
2023! This time of 
year, people are 
often inspired to 

recommit to goals and visualize what’s 
possible when you put in the work. 
As we return from winter break and 
settle back into the classroom, I want 
to remind you that as a school district, 
we have defined goals, and strategies in 
place to meet those goals. Our work is 
guided by our Strategic Plan, and we’re 
committed to equipping each scholar 
we serve with the tools they need to 
succeed in life after high school.  

We know FWPS scholars, like students 
across the country, were impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and many 
may benefit from additional support to 
help meet academic goals. In support 
of this, we’re providing additional 
support to scholars, on top of the 
teaching and learning that happens in 
the classroom every day.  

• Earlier this month, we launched our 
first Saturday Scholar Community 
session of the school year. This 
5-week program gives 5th and 8th 
grade scholars access to additional 
academic courses, as well as electives 
and advisory time dedicated to 
supporting social-emotional growth. 

• We’re also continuing to provide free 
tutoring to all scholars in grades 4–12 
through Tutor.com, and free mental 
health support for scholars ages 13 
and up through Talkspace. 

• New this year, 8th grade scholars also 
have access to Clayful, a coaching 
tool to support scholars as they 
navigate middle school and the 
transition to high school. 

• We’re also launching a brand-new, 
volunteer led, FWPS tutoring group 
to expand opportunities for our 
scholars. 

These are just a few of the extra steps 
we’re taking to support our scholars this 
year, on top of the quality instruction we 
provide in our classrooms. Read more 
about our initiatives and celebrations 
throughout the pages of this newsletter. 

We also know schools can’t do it 
alone, and we value our families 
and community as critical partners. 
Together, we can do so much more 
than we can individually. If you’d like 
to get involved and donate your time 
to our students through tutoring, 
volunteering, mentoring, or in another 
way, let us know by visiting www.fwps.
org/GetInvolved. Let’s work to make 
our vision of what’s possible a reality 
for our scholars! 

In Partnership, 

Dr. Dani Pfeiffer

A  N O T E  F R O M  D R .  DA N I  P F E I F F E R , 
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Federal Way Public Schools is also not immune to 
the pandemic impacts being felt in public schools 
across the nation. The Nation’s Report Card indicates 
that nationally, schools are seeing the largest average 
decline in test scores since the 1990s and challenges 
to students’ mental health and wellbeing are being 
seen across the country. In FWPS, we’re working 
hard to combat these issues and set each and every 
scholar up with the tools they need to succeed. In 
support of this, we:

• Developed partnerships with outside organizations 
to provide mental health support to scholars, 
including providing Talkspace to all FWPS 
scholars ages 13 and up at no cost.

• Expanded Early Learning opportunities to help 
prepare our youngest learners for kindergarten.

• Invested in tutoring support services, including 
Tutor.com, available to all scholars in grades 4–12  
at no cost. 

Imagine and Embrace Possibility  
STATE OF EDUCATION 2022

Superintendent Dr. Dani Pfeiffer gave her annual State of Education address at an 
event hosted by the Greater Federal Way Chamber of Commerce in November 2022. 
In this presentation, she shared key highlights including FWPS’ progress toward its 

strategic goals, critical partnerships and collaborative efforts to support students, and 
how together, we’re embracing the possibilities to achieve greater success for scholars. 

HERE ARE A FEW HIGHLIGHTS

87% Graduation 
Rate for Class of 
2022—back up 
to pre-pandemic 
levels! 

2,272 scholars in 
grades 9–12 passed an 
AP, IB, or Cambridge 
course during the 
2021–22 school year—
an 11% increase from 
the previous year.

989 scholars earned 
an industry recognized 

credential in the 
2021–22 school year— 

roughly double than 
the year before!

4,128 scholars 
enrolled in one of 45 
CTE courses offering 

dual credit in the 
2022–23 school year.

Served more than 
1500 scholars in 
summer learning pro-
grams, the highest 
number in at least  
9 years!

169 scholars earned 
the seal of biliteracy 
in 2022—a 28% 
increase from the 
year before!

If you missed this 
great event, you can 
view Dr. Pfeiffer's full 
presentation on our 
website!

• Implementing Multi-tiered Systems of Support 
(MTSS), which provides layers of support for 
students based upon demonstrated need, so each 
scholar gets what they need to thrive.

• Intentionally growing instructional practice with 
6 areas of focus, increasing rigor and student 
engagement. 

• And so much more.

We also know schools can’t do it alone, and families 
and community members are encouraged to join us 
in embracing the possibilities and supporting our 
students. More information about how to get involved 
is available throughout these pages and on our website 
at www.fwps.org.

http://Tutor.com
http://www.fwps.org/GetInvolved
http://www.fwps.org/GetInvolved
http://Tutor.com
http://www.fwps.org


Would you like to give a 
staff member, scholar, 
or community member 
a shout-out? 

Submit your highlight 
at www.fwps.org/
FWPSProud 
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A L U M N I :

YOBEL MENGISTU
Thomas Jefferson  

High School

Since graduating from Thomas 
Jefferson High School, Yobel 
Mengistu has carved out a career as a 
Communications Specialist to impact 
and give voice to students. Yobel 
didn’t initially see himself working 
in communications or education, but 
the influence of one of his high school 
teachers and love of digital media 
steered him into a role he now feels 
fulfilled with.

FWPS: When did you start in FWPS, and 
what schools did you attend?

I started attending FWPS in the 5th grade during the 2004–
2005 school year at Sunnycrest Elementary, then moved onto 
Totem Middle School (now Evergreen), and finally Thomas 
Jefferson High School where I graduated in 2012.

FWPS: What were your plans after high school, and how did they 
turn out?

I went to the University of Washington–Seattle and originally 
wanted to be a pharmacist, but quickly realized I was not cut out 
for the sciences. It wasn’t until I started taking communications 
classes, that I started to see a career materializing. 

FWPS: So, what are you doing now?

My current position is the Communications Specialist for the 
Kent School District—it combines my love of education and 
communication. I oversee various digital communications, 
serve as one of the district photographers, and I do a bunch of 
other communications needs for the district as they come up. 

FWPS: I see you wear a lot of hats! How did you decide to work at 
a school district, and what is your goal of impact?

Working in a school district is important to me because 
education is the foundation of everything we do. My parents 
immigrated to the Seattle area in 1993, largely to give me and 
my siblings the opportunity for a better education. I hope to 
empower our diverse students’ voices, and make sure their 
stories are told through this role. 

FWPS: Is there a particular person that influenced you? 

My leadership teacher at TJ, Mr. Coley Veitenhans. He showed 
me what it means to impact others, but more importantly, how 
to be a person of compassion and empathy. 

FWPS: Do you have any advice for current FWPS students?

Make the most of your relationships in high school, both with 
your teachers and fellow students. I still connect with many 
of my friends in high school, and always go back to visit the 
teachers that impacted my life. 

 F L A S H  F O R W A R D 
A LU M N I  S P O T L I G H T

STEM 
EXPLORATION NIGHT 

IS BACK, LIVE  
AND IN-PERSON! 

We’re excited to announce 
STEM Exploration Night 

will return to an in-person event 
this year! Mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, April 12, 2023, 
6–8 p.m. to attend the exciting 
STEM event at Federal Way High 
School. Scholars in grades PreK 
through 12th can look forward 
to visiting booths, engaging in 
interactive activities, and listening 
to panel discussions to explore, 
prepare, and launch into STEM 
opportunities and careers!

ARE YOU READY FOR  
THE BIG RETURN? 

Dive into the world of STEM to 
explore, prepare, and launch into 
STEM opportunities leading to 
STEM careers! At the event, enjoy: 

• STEM booths 

• Experience rooms 

• STEM with the Superintendent 
Presentation 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Watch this short video 
to hear some FWPS 
scholars’ definition!

WHAT DOES  
POSSIBLE 

MEAN?

I n December, FIRST Lego teams competed in the 
FIRST Lego League Regional Competition in 
Tacoma! 20 teams of FWPS scholars in grades 4–8 

participated in an innovation challenge centered around 
improving energy for the future and coding robots. Our 
scholars worked hard since September to prepare for this 
competition, and we’re so proud of their efforts. Thank you 
to our staff and parents for making this STEM learning 
opportunity a reality for our scholars. Congrats, scholars, 
we’re #FWPSProud of you!

Congratulations 
to our FIRST Lego 
League Teams!

Become  
a Mentor

C O N T A C T  
Nicole Collopy, College & Career Readiness Facilitator 
253-945-2126 | ncollopy@fwps.org

L E A R N  M O R E  
Provide your contact information  
via the QR Code, or visit  
www.fwps.org/MentorAndMe

Federal Way Public 
Schools invites you 
to be a mentor for 
the 2022–23 school 
year! Mentors 
nurture, advocate, 
support, and 
share the respon-
sibility to ensure 
their scholars have 
multiple opportuni-
ties to set and meet 
goals.

FWPS PreK–12 grade scholars  
can enter for the chance to 
participate in a STEM activity  
with Superintendent Dr. Pfeiffer! 

Enter to win!

Sign up and learn  
more at www.fwps.org/

STEMwithSuperintendent

STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) is woven into almost everything 
around us. Through STEM with the Superintendent, students can explore the world of 
STEM by engaging in fun activities led by Dr. Pfeiffer, a former science teacher herself! 

Participation is limited. Participants are selected by a random draw. STEM activities will 
be available via online video after each event.

the  
Mentor 
& Me 
Program

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE  
IN A YOUNG  
PERSON’S LIFE

http://www.fwps.org/FWPSProud
http://www.fwps.org/FWPSProud
mailto:ncollopy@fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org/MentorAndMe
http://www.fwps.org/STEMwithSuperintendent
http://www.fwps.org/STEMwithSuperintendent
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C O L L E G E  &  C A R E E R

SUBMIT FAFSA/WASFA APPLICATIONS  

Seniors, don’t forget to complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the 
Washington Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA) 

to secure federal or state funding to attend a 2 or 4-year college 
in fall of 2023. Filling out these financial aid applications as 
soon as possible can ensure you receive as much aid as possible. 
Learn more at www.fwps.org/finaid. 

GUARANTEED ADMISSIONS PROGRAM (GAP)

T hrough the FWPS Guaranteed Admissions Program 
(GAP), eligible seniors are guaranteed college admission 

to seven private and public four-year colleges and universities. 
These partnerships aim to increase credential completion, 
eliminate barriers to college acceptance, and streamline the 
pathway from high school to post-secondary education. 

Participating GAP institutions include:

• Central Washington University

• Eastern Washington University

• Pacific Lutheran University

• The Evergreen State College

• University of Washington – Tacoma

• Washington State University

• Western Washington University

To be eligible for GAP, scholars must meet college specific 
criteria and are still responsible for tuition. Learn more about 
the program and eligibility at www.fwps.org/GAP.  

FWPS SCHOOL BOARD 
EARNS WSSDA BOARD OF 
DISTINCTION RECOGNITION 
FOR 7TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR

FEBRUARY IS CTE MONTH!

During the month of February, we’re excited to share 
the many Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

opportunities offered in our district. Scholars can take courses 
from the following CTE Programs of Study:

• Agriculture Education

• Business & Marketing

• Family & Consumer Sciences

• Health Services

• Skilled & Technical Sciences

• STEM

CTE courses help middle and high school students explore 
career opportunities and learn how academic subjects like 
math and science are used in various career fields. Check the 
Course Catalog to view CTE course offerings: www.fwps.
org/coursecatalog. 

CLASS OF 2023 GRADUATION DATES 

Save the Date and get ready to celebrate with the 
FWPS Class of 2023! More information will be shared 
with graduating seniors as we approach graduation. 

Employment and Transition Program 
Friday, June 9, 2023 | 10:30 a.m.  
Federal Way Performing Arts and Event Center 
31510 Pete von Reichbauer Way South in Federal Way, WA 98003 

Internet Academy 
Friday, June 9, 2023 | 2 p.m.  
Federal Way Performing Arts and Event Center 
31510 Pete von Reichbauer Way South in Federal Way, WA 98003 

Career Academy at Truman 
Friday, June 9, 2023 | 4 p.m.  
Federal Way Performing Arts and Event Center 
31510 Pete von Reichbauer Way South in Federal Way, WA 98003 

Open Doors at Truman 
Friday, June 9, 2023 | 6 p.m.  
Federal Way Performing Arts and Event Center 
31510 Pete von Reichbauer Way South in Federal Way, WA 98003 

TAF@Saghalie 
Saturday, June 10, 2023 | 9 a.m.  
Federal Way High School theatre 
30611 16th Avenue S. Federal Way, WA 98003 

Federal Way High School 
Monday, June 12, 2023 | 4:30 p.m. 
ShoWare Center, 625 West James Street Kent, WA 98032 

Decatur High School 
Monday, June 12, 2023 | 7:30 p.m. 
ShoWare Center, 625 West James Street Kent, WA 98032 

Todd Beamer High School 
Tuesday, June 13, 2023 | 4:30 p.m. 
ShoWare Center, 625 West James Street Kent, WA 98032 

Thomas Jefferson High School 
Tuesday, June 13, 2023 | 7:30 p.m. 
ShoWare Center,  625 West James Street Kent, WA 98032

ATTEND 
TODAY. 
ACHIEVE 
TOMORROW!

Showing up matters! School attendance 
is essential to academic success, and 
parents can help too! Some absences are 
unavoidable, but it is important to get the 

children to school as often as possible. Did you know 
chronic absences and missing 10% of the school year, or 
just 2–3 days every month can translate into 3rd graders 
unable to master reading and 9th graders dropping out 
of school?

We care about every student and are committed to 
ensuring they graduate from high school and achieve 
their dreams. Here are ways parents and guardians can 
support:

• Avoid extended vacations, by keeping them in line 
with the school’s schedule.

• Set regular bedtime and morning routines.

• For older children, help them develop homework 
and bedtime routines.

• Encourage student involvement in activities at 
school. Students make friends, develop connections 
to caring adults and become excited about school.

• Monitor your child’s attendance through ParentVUE

• Above all, set an example for your child. Show your 
child that attendance and showing up matters to 
you.

If you need help, contact your school. More info: www.
fwps.org/attendance. While we do want to see your 
child in school as much as possible, it is important 
to keep your child home if they are sick or showing 
symptoms of COVID-19. 

Used with permission from Attendance Works.

For the seventh year in a row, 
Federal Way Public Schools 
(FWPS) Board of Directors 
has been recognized as a 

Board of Distinction. This year, FWPS 
is one of 30 school districts who 
received the award. There are 295 
school boards across Washington 
state that may choose to apply for the 
distinction. 

The FWPS Board of Directors were  
recognized for their “actions and  
decisions which exemplified vision-
ary leadership and helped their school 
district close opportunity gaps and 
increase overall student success,” 
according to Washington State School 
Directors’ Association (WSSDA) who 
granted the award. 

National research shows a correlation 
between highly successful school 
board actions and student outcomes. 
The Board of Distinction application 
is a rigorous process that provides 
evidence of the board of directors’ 
work in partnership with the super-
intendent and how their actions 
helped their school districts close 
opportunity gaps. 

FWPS’ Board of Directors’ application 
demonstrated clear data of how they 
positively impacted student success, 
and multiple outcomes were shown 
for addressing the opportunity gap 
and supporting the success of FWPS 
scholars, including:

• Implementation of Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support, focusing on 
scholar academic achievement, 
behavior, and social-emotional 
wellbeing;

• Expanded early learning 
opportunities by increasing access 
to full-day ECEAP, transitional 
kindergarten, and increased 
partnership with Bezos Academy;

• Expansion of CTE programs, 
including the addition of the  
Pre-Apprenticeship program at 
Federal Way High School;

• And regular engagement with 
scholars, families and community 
through Community Connect, 
Scholar Advisory, Parent Advisory, 
and more.

The FWPS Board of Directors 
were honored with other Board 
of Distinction award winners on 
November 17, 2022 at the WSSDA 
Annual Conference. At that time, the 
association will also announce 2022 
Boards of the Year winners.

#showingupmatters

EARN FREE COLLEGE CREDITS  
IN HIGH SCHOOL

D
id you know you can earn free college credits 
now? Course registration for the second semes-
ter is right around the corner in February. 
Consider taking dual credit courses to get some 

college courses under your belt, for free!  

Dual credits are available through the following 
programs:

• Cambridge Assessment International Education

• College in the High School

• College Board Advanced Placement (AP)

• Dual Credit/Tech Prep

• International Baccalaureate (IB)

• Running Start

Earning college credits in high 
school can save money and time  
and enable scholars to achieve  
career goals faster! 

View dual-credit courses at  
www.fwps.org/coursecatalog. 

http://www.fwps.org/finaid
http://www.fwps.org/GAP
http://www.fwps.org/coursecatalog
http://www.fwps.org/coursecatalog
http://www.fwps.org/attendance
http://www.fwps.org/attendance
http://www.fwps.org/coursecatalog
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The Scholar Chronicle is published periodically throughout the year by Federal Way Public Schools. 
Write us at 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way WA 98003, or call 253-945-2000. Visit our website 
at www.fwps.org. Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fwps210 Twitter: @fwps210

ILLAHEE MIDDLE SCHOOL  
We’re excited to include more voices 
in the planning process for the new 
Illahee Middle School. In November, 
we held a Community Meeting to 
invite school staff, scholars, families, 
and neighbors to learn more about  
the project and share feedback.MEMORIAL FIELD is ready for con-

struction! We’ve closed the field 
and stadium and will be busy 
building a new facility through-
out the rest of the school year 
and next summer. The project 
is expected to be completed in 
the fall of 2023, just in time for 

football!

OLYMPIC VIEW K–8  
The new school to serve grades K–8 
will soon be ready at the pace our 
construction teams are working! 
In just the past three months, steel 
structures and interior framing 
are complete, rough-in work for 
plumbing, HVAC, and electrical 
systems are installed, and parking 
lots are paved with asphalt—among 

other things!

CONSTRUC TION

DESIGN
While most of the eight school building projects included in 
the 2017 school construction bond are now completed and 
being enjoyed by scholars and staff, we are still working to 
finish up the final projects. All outstanding projects are now 
either in the design or construction phase, and we continue 
to host ribbon cuttings to celebrate occupancy of each 
newly built school. Thank you, voters, for making all of this 
possible—our scholars are benefitting from your generosity!

Watch what 
the scholars 

have to 
say about 
their new 
buildings! 

Tours

See our progress in this timelapse video! 
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STAR LAKE EVERGREEN

STAR LAKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
AND EVERGREEN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
RIBBON CUTTING  
The ribbon cutting for Star Lake 
Elementary School and Evergreen 
Middle School, held on October 
12, marked the completion of 
construction at each school and 
brought the local community 
together for a joint program and 
building tours.

Design renderings: Guest entry

Front entry

Community meeting

NEW DESIGN RENDERINGS: Front entry, above; 
Learning Courtyard, below.

Photos and content are current as of 
November 2022.

Check out the 
design through 
the 3-D fly-
through video!

Watch the 
Memorial Field 
fly-through video!
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FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin 
or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, 
sexual orientation, gender expression 
or identity, age, marital or family status, 
veteran or military status; disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. For more 
information: www.fwps.org

S C H O O L  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D A T E

http://www.fwps.org
http://www.facebook.com/fwps210
http://www.fwps.org

